Mohini Bhardwajbegan gym-
nastics when she was four years
old in her hometown of Cincin-
nati, Ohio. “My mom said that
| just came up with the idea to
start gymnastics on my own.”

Mohini moved from Cincin-
nati to Altamonte Spring
Fla., in 1993 to train
Brown’s Gymnastics. Sk
made the move along with
her mother and brother,
while her father maintains
their home in Cincinnati.

Bhardwaj enjoys training at
Brown’s because she said she
likes her coaches—Ray and
Joan Gnat and Rita Brown. She

and national team member
Jenni Beathard are also great
friends. She admits thatshe does
miss her dad and best
friend in Cincinnati.

1992  Olympian
Wendy Bruce is some-

one that
Bhardwaj
looks up to. Bruce :
came out of retire- A
ment in 1994 and made
the 1994-95 USA National
Team. “l see what Wendy has
done so far in the sport and |
know that if she can do that
well and stay in the sport so
long, then | hope to also. I think
she’s a really good gymnast.”

~ Bhardwaj’s goals in the
sport are to get a higher
ranking on the national team,
hopefully make the Olympic
Team, and earn a college
scholarship. Her short term
goal is todo well in the China
Cup, May 24-29, in Chengdu
Sichuan Province, China.
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aria Bican from Romania and 0 Barbieri from
Italy won the International Mixed Paurs competition in Seattle,
Wash., March 5, at the Seattle Cen

Thesilver medal went to Ukrai
Sharipov. USA’s Mohini Bha
Altamonte Springs, Fla., 2
ics in Albuquerque, N.M., won th

rina Bulakhova and Rustam
IWaj from Brown’s Gymnastics in
ob Kieffesfrom Gold Cup Gym-
fonze medal.

And one female gymnast
#as a team. There are three
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unique event combines ong
\ting each country
iree.
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Rosund his twin brother Rick
~ started gymnastics when they
- were 9 years old. “My older

N.M., in 1994 ;
Cup Gymnastics. When ask

why he made the move, Rob
said, “It's a better training fa-

cility here because there ar
other elite athletes like Ch
(Waller), Mihai (Bagiu), and
Trent (Dimas). In Austin | was
the only elite training there.”

Kieffer said that his coach,
Ed Burch, is a really good
coach and knows how to pre-
pare gymnasts for a meet.
“lt's a different environment,
and I'm a lot more motivated,”
said Kieffer.

Kieffer’s goals are to make
the 1995 World Champion-
ships team and the 1996
Olympic Team.

F“N FACTS ROB KIEFFER

Birth date: October 4, 1972
Hometown: Austin, Texas
Current Residence: Albuquerque, N.M.
Coach: Ed Burch
Club: Gold Cup
School: University of New Mexico
Year in School: Senior
Major: Mechanical Engineering
Years in Gymnastics: 13
Favorite Event: Floor and parallel bars

Fun Fact: Rob has a twin brother named
Ricky who also does gymnastics.

MOHINI BHARDWA)J
Birth date: September 29, 1978
Hometown: Cincinnati, Ohio

Residence: Alfamonte Springs, Fla.
Coach: Rita Brown, Ray and Joan Gnat
Club: Brown’s Gymnastics

School: Lake Brantley High School
Year: Junior

Years in Gymnastics: 12

Favorite Event: Bars

Hobbies: Going to the beach and hanging out
with friends.

Fun Faci: Mohini is nicknamed “Mo.”

Rob’s twin brother Ri
petes for the University
braska. Unfortunatel
seems to always get hi
fore the Winter Cup Chulloilg
and the U.S. Championships.
“Hopefully this year he’ll be
healthy for championships,”

said Roh.

When asked what it's like to

grow up with a twin in the ;jino

sport, Rob said, “That’s hard to

answer because that’s just the

want to get beat by one an-
other. When he does well, I’'m
happy for him, but it also makes

me work harder.”
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