By Luan Peszek

he competition utilized a
unique and fun format. A
women’s artistic, men’s
artistic and rhythmic gymnast
were combined to form a trio.
Each of the three gymnasts
performed a routine of their
choice and the scores were
totaled. The top four trios from
round one advanced to round
two, the final round.
Although the team from
Spain took an early lead after
round one, the mixed trio of
USA’s Jessica Howard and
Ukraine’s Alexander Beresch
and Viktoria Karpenko won
the event after new life compe-
tition began in round two.
Fifteen-year-old Howard,
who trains at International
Rhythmic Gymnastics in Jack-
Esonville, Fla., said, “This was
E an absolutely incredible expe-
rience. I found out two days
ago I was competing and I feel

continued on page 30
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